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TO THE BUDDHA

The World today is wild with the delirium of hatred,
the conflicts are cruel and unceasing,
crooked are its paths, tangled its meshes of greed.
All creatures are crying for a manifestation of thine.
Oh Thou of boundless life, save them, raise thine eternal

voice of hope.
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Let love’s lotus with its inexhaustible treasure of honey open

its petals in thy light.

O Serene, O Free, in thy immeasurable mercy and goodness

wipe away all dark stains from the heart of this earth.

Thou giver of immortal gifts, give us the power of dedication,

claim from us our greed, and pride of self.

In the splendour of a new sun-rise of wisdom let the blind.

gain thine sight, let life come to the souls that are dead.

O Serene, O Free, in thine immeasurable mercy and goodness

wipe away all dark stains from the heart of this earth.
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TO STIAM
When the great Prayer of the three Refuges
rang from sky to sky
across deserts and hills and distant shores,
the . awakened countries poured their rejoicings
in great deeds, and noble temples,
in the rapture of self—dedication in mighty words,
in the breaking of the bond of self.
At an unheeded, unconscious moment,
that prayer, wafted by some wondering breeze,
‘touched thy heart, O Siam,
lived in thy life and

shaded it with a branching wealth of well—being.
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¥ A centre to thy revolving centuries,

' an end to thy endeavours, which is Freedom of Spirit
it helped to bind thy people
in common bond of hope, to strengthen them
with the power of a single—pointed devotion
to one Dharma, one Sangha,
and one immortal Teacher.

Let those words, potent with an inexhaustible creative
urge, ever direct thee to the adventures of new ages,
light up new truths with their own radiant meaning,

and in one single garland string all the gems
of knowledge newly gathered.
I come today to the living temple that is one with
thee— to the altar of united hearts
in which is seated on His lotus seat Lord Buddha,
whose silence is peace, whose voice consolation.
I come from a land where the Master’s words
lie dumb, in desultory ruins, in the desolate dust,
where oblivious ages smudged the meaning of the
letter written on pages of the pillared stones,
the records of triumphant devotion.
1 come, a pilgrim, at thy gate, O Siam,
to offer my verse to the endless glory of India
sheltered in thy home, away from her own deserted
shrine, to bathe in the living stream that flows in thy
heart, whose water descends from the snowy height
of a sacred time on which arose, from the deep of

my country’s being, the Sun of Love and Righteousness.
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Farewell to Siam
The signet ring of primaeval friendship
had secretly sealed thy name, O Siam, on my mind,

in its unconscious depth.
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: This is why I felt I had ever known thee,
the moment I stood at thy presence,

K

and why my traveller’s hasty hours
were constantly filied with the golden memory
of an ancient love,
and centuries’ silent music overflowed
the brink of the seven short days
that surprised me with the touch
of an immemorial kinship
in thy words, worship and aspiration,
in thy numberless offerings to Beauty’s shrine
fashioned by thine own hands,
in thy fragrant altars
with their candles lighted
and incense breathing peace.
Today at this sad time of parting
I stand at thy courtyard,
gaze at thy kind eyes,
and Teave thee crowned with a garland from me

whose ever fresh flowers had blossomed ages ago.
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The Last Poem
Sorrow’s dark night, again and again;
Has come to my door,
Its only weapon, I saw,
Was pain’s twisted brow, fear’s hideous gestures
preluding its deception in darkness,
Whenever I have believed in its mask of dread
Fruitless defeat has followed.
This game of defeat and victory is life’s delusion;
From childhood, at each step, clings this spectre,
Filled with sorrow’s mockery,
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. A moving screen of varied fears...

' Death’s skilful handiwork wrought in scattered gloom.
(Calcutta, July 29, 1941)
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Last Testament

... The demond of barbarity has given up all pretence and

has emerged with unconcealed fangs ready to tear up

[~ 1~



Unuileda | A1 | d1siey | mssud gaunau €104 P
‘ humanity in an orgy of devastation. From one end of the
world to the other the poisonous fumes of hatred darken the
atmosphere. The spirit of violence...has at last roused itself

K

and desecrated the spirit of man,

As I look round I see the crumbling ruins of a proud
civilization strewn like a vast heap of futility. And yet I shall
not commit the greievous sin of losing faith in man. I would rather
look forward to the opening of a new chapter in history after the
cataclysm is over and the atmosphere rendered clean with the
spirit of service and sacrifice. Perhaps the dawn will come from
this horizon, from the east where the sun rises. A day will come
when unvanquished man will retrace his path of conquest, despite
all barriers, to win back Iost human herirage.

To-day we wilness the perils which attend on the insolence
of might; one day shall be borne out the full truth of what
the sages have proclaimed : “By unrighteousness man prospers,
gains what appears desirable, conquers, but perishes at the
root.
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@. The Philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore (1913)

lo. The Vedanta According to Shankara and Ramanuja
(1924)

on. Indian Philosophy, 2 vols. (1923-1927)

<. The Philosophy of the Upanishads (1924)

& The Hindu View of Life (1927)

%. An Idealist View of Life (1932)

o). East and West in Religion (1933)

<. Freedom and Culture (1936)

«. Goutama the Buddha (1939)

@o. Indian Culture (1948)

»a. Eastern Religions and Western Thought (1939)

alo, Contemporary Indian Philosophy (1950)

om. Recovery of Faith (1955)

@, Eastern and Western : Some Reflections (1955)

o&. Education, Politics, and War (1944)

QM



Unuiieda | A1 | d1sUR | AssYd gaunau € 154p
wo. Great Indians (1949)

@e), The Dhammapada (1950)

om. The Heart of Hindustan (1932)

@s. The Reign of Religion in Contemporary Philosophy
(1920)

wo, The Religion We Need (1928)

wa. The Essentials of Psychology (1912)
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Presuppositions (1908)

loen. Introduction to Mahatma Gandhi (1939)
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G)P.A. Schilpp, The Philosophy of Sarvepalll Radhakrishnan, (New York:
Toudor Publishing Company, 1952), p.19.
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Srivastava, Contemporary Indian Philosophy, p.261-262,
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Radhakrishnan, S., An Idealist View of Life, (London, 1932), p.53.
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